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lig „ which, as they are 3 On 
folding, he Bare to carry the day 
[eſt and ] Woke os ee Chunk bud ins 
Wende 1 never thew their Faces or hold up their Heads - 
againſt the everlaſting Glamour of their Adverſaries. For what 
Thunder may we expect 
meek and — Chriſtians do ut deny they have among them, 
even your Moderate Men, your Men of Tan emper, thoſe hearty Advo- 
cates for Peace and Union; who even challenge us to it, as much as 
to ſay; that we may have Peace: and Uuios with them if we dare; 
when theſe Souls, not at all given to Rev 
1 Chriſtian Principle, beng only forced to * others for 

ir own juſt AY indication, and who bad muck-rather live in peace; and x: 245, 
bury: the Iniguities, the Rebellion, King-killing; Perſecution: Princi- 
es, &c. of theirs and our Forefathers; than come to an Account... 5 
ſar which no: doubt they have their Reaſons. When even theſe - - 
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from thoſe too wiolent Spirits, which theſe ae * 


— mho never ſult their Brethren, are forced to mate 1. wc ; 
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uſe of R udeneſs, Ill-manners, Opprobrious Language; Bitter Scarri- 


ding to Cyrus his Juftice, he ought to wear it) Lampooning, [nſo- 


Knaves Coat and T raitors Coat; (tho when a Coat fits a Man, accor. 
| lent Behaviour, Gallows and Galleys, Efſence of Perſecution, Gall not 


'Preaching, which, for ought any one knows, may be ſuek d in by 
them in a more natural Air. And to fay all in a word, to accuſe 
che y hole Church of Want of Juſtice, of Treachery, Barbaraties, 
ullices, (according to the Fng/iſh of theſe Correctors of our Stile 


with ſome thews of Probability, with an Inſolence peculiar to 
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Tous Inveflives, Rallying and Bulying, Barbarous Deſigus, Fools Qoar, | 


. 
— 


a little and Prejudice to Extremity, Poſitive Untruths, and, but that 
the word ſticks a little in their Throats, they'd almoſt ſaid Lies, 
but Falſpood and Prevarication, Pgſitive Falſities, are what” they 
make n ſcruple at all of uttering, Eau, Pride, ungovernet Paſſion, 
Black Notiong, full of Malice and empty of Charity, Genuine rgery. 
Are forced to call a Miniſter of Chriſt, a Fury made up of a Compli- 
cation of Malice, intolerable Pride, Bigotted Zeal, and Bloody, Hel- 
liſh, Unchriſtian Principles; accuſe him of Debauching the Pulpit, 
and Scandalizing the Miniſterial Function, and with an Heart full of 
Malice, thrpugh” a Mouth full of 790905 ard Bitterngſs, lay the 
Telfles of Drunfenneſs a Lewdneſs to the charge of two Famons 
Univerſities, beſides thoſe more ſubſtantial Crimes of Unjuſt and 
Unfair Terms and Impoſed Oaths, that is, Oaths to be true to the 
Government in Church and State, which if they were lad afide, 


the honeſt conſcientious Diſſenters, to get in two thouſaql of their 


Children, would venture the poor Babies Morali, in relation to the 


former Trifiles of LewedneſS and Drunkenneſs, nay even the Danger 


of being infected with Farce in their Sermons and Buffvonery in their 


and Manners) and Iugratitude to Diſſenters. 


4 


A heavy Charge! and what can be ſaid tot? for were I ever ſo 


much diſpoled- to bluſter and make a noiſe, to treat theſe Folks 
with all that Contempt that is due to little Scriblers and: Buſie- 
bodies, u ho, either tor Bread, and to deſerve their Wages of the 


Party, or out of an innate Love to Miſchief, alarm the Mob, and 
impole. upon the Ignorant and Careleſs Reeader, by venting 


themſelves 


= 


ES 3 


thertifelves; and a matchleſs Effrontery ; yet alas for me - 


I go to Church every day, and of courſe hear the Scri- 


pture read in the Liturgy, and this has ſo dampt my Cou- 
rage, that I dare not bring a Railing tho a true Accuſation 
ns not againſt the Devil himſelf, but can only ſay with 
Michael, the Prince of the Church, The Lord rebuke thee. 

But Anger and Ill Language apart, and to deliver them 
from the tear of that which their Charity and goodNature 
would be ſo loth to find, that our Diſcourſes are Banter, and 
ourP reaching Buffoonry;l ſhall frankly own with an Ingenui- 


tp they would do well to practiſe, that the Total Deſtruction 


Of Diſſenters as a Party theBarbarous Uſage that More Short 
Ways is ſo afraid of) is indeed our Debgn. Tis the De- 
ſign of all honeſt Men and good Chriſtians, even of the 
Diſſenters themſelves, if they may be believed, and if 
they are not notorious Hypocrites. And ſuppoſing the 
Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity aim'd at this, which is 
the verF.worſt that Wit or Malice can charge it with; no 
violence was done in the leaſt to the Toleration Act, no 
Ruin, no Injury wou'd have followed to Diſſenters; no- 
thing indeed could have been more for their Intereſt and 
Real Good. For if I do not make it out before I have 


done, that to ſtrike at the Root of the Diſſenting Intereſt, to, 
extirpate and deſtroy Diſſention, and hinder its Succeſſion 2. 3 


in the Nation, neither hurts the Conſciences, the Perſons, 
nor the Eſtates of the Diſſenters, then I do nothing; and 
promiſe to pull in my Horns and tamely be condemn'd, 
to hear only their Sermons and read all their Pamphlets, 
and in fine, to be Daniel Burgeſs and Defoe's Convert. 
To the Buſineſs then: How often have we been told 
of the fatal Conſequences of our Diviſions, that Diſunion firſt 


weakens, and then deſtroys the Body Politick; and that if 


we are acted by the Spirit of Diſunion, tis a ſign the things of 
our Peace are hid from us, aud that we are judicially devoted to 
Deſtruttion;and are therefore call'd upon to heal theBreaches, 
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themſclves, and a matchleſs Effrontery ; yet alas for me 


I go to Church every day, and of courſe hear the Scri- 


1 pture read in the Liturgy, and this has ſo dampt my Cou- 
rage, that I dare not bring a Railing tho a true Accuſation 
nas not againſt the Devil himſelf, but can only ſay with 


Michael, the Prince of the Church, The Lord rebuke thee. 
But Anger and Ill Language apart, and to deliver them 
from the tear of that which their Charity and goodNature 
would be ſo loth to find, that our Diſcourſes are Banter, and 
ourPreachingBuffoonry;l ſhall frankly own with an Ingenui- 
ty they would do well to practiſe, that the Total Deſtructiou 


l of Diſſenters as a Party ( the Barbarous Uſage that More Short 


Ways is ſo afraid of) is indeed our Deſign. Tis the De- 
ſign of all honeſt Men and good Chriſtians, even of the 
Diſſenters themſelves, if they may be believed, and if 
they are not notorious Hypocrites. And ſuppoſing the 
Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity aim'd at this, which is 
the very worſt that Wit or Malice can charge it with ; no 
violence was done in the leaſt to the Toleration Act, no 
Ruin, no Injury wou'd have followed to Diſſenters; no- 
thing indeed could have been more for their Intereſt and 
Real Good. For if I do not make it out before I have 


done, that to ſtrike at the Root of the Diſſenting Intereſt, to, , 
extirpate and deſtroy Diſſention, and hinder its Succeſſion b. 


in the Nation, neither hurts the Conſciences, the Perſons, 


nor the Eſtates of the Diſſenters, then I do nothing; and 


promiſe to pull in my Horns and tamely be condemn'd, 
to hear only their Sermons and read all their Pamphlets, 
and in fine, to be Danzel Burgeſs and Defoe's Convert. 

To the Buſineſs then: How often have we been told 
of the fatal Conſequences of our Diviſions, that Diſunion firſt 
weakens, and then deſtroys the Body Politick; and that if 
we are acted by the Spirit of Diſunion, tis a 155 the things of 
our Peace are hid from us, aud that we are judicially devoted to 
Deſtructionʒand are therefore call'd upon 7o heal theBreaches, 
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[43 
by the great Advocates for what they term Moderation. 
being aſſur d by them of the Diſſenters willingnefs to 
come to Terms of Accommodation, that henceforth there 
may be no more Diviſions among us, but that the Prote- 
flant Intereſt may be ſtrengthened, and we may all be Bre- 
thren 2 Where then is the harm of putting an end to the _ 
Diſſenting Party, and removing all Marks of Diſtinction? 
Is not this what we really, and what they at leaſt ſeem». © 
ingly deſire? Both ſides agree in the end, tho' they can- 
not agree about the means of doing it. | 

Now ſuppoſe St. Peter and St. Paul, or Men who act. 
by their Authority, are influenc'd by their Spirit, and 
preach nothing but their Doctrine, ſhou'd prevail upon 
our Diſſenters to mark ſuch as cauſe Diviſions and to avoid 
them, and to maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace; would not this be the ruin of Diſſenters as a Par- | 
ty, and totally deſtroy the Succeſſion of them in this Nation > * 
On the other hand, to make a ſuppoſition that may pleaſe 
them better ; ſuppoſe Diſſenters were agreed among. 
themſelves, and that they were able to tell us what will 

> 19 ſatisſie them; ſuppoſe the Men of Moderation, who gave 

Peace to the Diſſenters, ſhou'd open their Arms and the 
Doors of their Church as wide.as Heart could with, not 
— | leaving a Ceremony, or ſo much as the Creed and Lords. 
Prayer, to offend a Conſcientious Diſſenting Brother; 
wou'd you be Coy? wou'd you till draw back, for fear 
of Deſtroying the Succeſſion of Diſſenters? nol warrant ye, 
Diſſenters know their Intereſt a little better. So then J 
hope I have made good my Point, that Diſſenters may 
be deſtroy'd as a Party, without any the leaſt Damage, 
either to the Conſciences or Intereſts of Diſſenters. If I 
am in the wrong. pray tell me what your Writers mean. 

by Moderate Epiſcopacy, by Comprehenſion and Union > 
are theſe only pretty words to draw us on to make our 


Court, that you may have the Honour of rejecting us; 


[3-4 
and may ſhew the World what great Offers you refuſe, 
only for the dear ſake of the Diſſenting Party and Inte- 
reſt? And that Diviſion is ſo ſweet a thing, ſo many 
Markets are to be made by't, that you woud not, ſcarce 
for Heaven it felf for it's a place of Union, have Diſſen- 
tion extirpated ; but had much rather part with Apoſto- 
lical Succeſſion, than with a Succeſſion of Diſſenters > 

So then, Brother Short-ways has a little over-ſhot him- 
ſelf, in being ſo violently concern d for the Deſtruction of 
Diſſenters as a Party. The poor Man was to blame to 
diſcover the Myſtery, it ſhould have been kept among 
Friends, whilſt the World had been amus'd with tender 
Conſciences and grievous Perſecutions; that is, in plain 
Englifh,the keeping a Man out of a Place, who can't come 


into't but by violating his Conſcience. For ſome there p. 


are who have Charity little enough to ſuggeſt, that this is 
the very Eſſence of Perſecution : and truly one can't but 
think that Short-ways is of this mind, when he affirms it 
to be a Pofftive Untruth, that Epiſcopacy is Perſecuted in 


Scotland: No ſays he, the Church has fair Quarter there; * "7 


and how does he make it out? Why, they may enjoy the 
Advantages of Places and Preferments, as often as the 
Queen thinks fit to give them, a thing we are denied here, 
ſays he: We have Liberty of Conſcience tis true, Indulg- 
ed us by Law, whilſt they are not allow'd to Worſhip 
GOD after their own Way, ſo much as in Private, ſo 
far as Presbyterians can hinder it, notwithſtanding the 
Queens deſire and Letter on their behalf; and therefore 
from theſe Premiſes it undeniably follows, that they have 
fair Quarter, and we are Perſecuted for Conſcience ſake. 
Admirable Logick ! only to be learn'd in Mr. Morton's 
Academy, for Oxford and Cambridge are never like to 


match it. Let this then paſs for the Second Miſtake, I p. 1 


would not for the World {ay Poſitive Untruth, much lefs 
TT d. that 
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by the 


may be no more Diviſions among us, but that the Prote- 


flant Intereſt may be ſtrengthened, and we may all be Bre- 


thren > Where then is the harm of putting ao end to the 
Diſſenting Party, and removing all Marks of DiſtinQion 2 
Is not this what we really, and what they at leaſt ſeem- 
ingly deſire? Both ſides agree in the end, tho' they can- 
not agree about the means of doing it. | 

Now ſuppoſe St. Peter and St. Paul, or Men who act. 
by their Authority, are influenc'd by their Spirit, and 
preach. nothing but their Doctrine, ſhou'd prevail upon 
our Diſſenters to mark ſuch as cauſe Diviſions and to avoid 
them, and to maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace; would not this be the ruin of Diſſenters as a Par- 
y, and totally deſtroy the Succeſſion of them in this Nation >. 
On the other hand, to make a ſuppoſition that may pleaſe 
them better; ſuppoſe Diſſenters were agreed among. 
themſelves, and that they were able to tell us what will 
ſatisſie them; ſuppoſe the Men of Moderation, who gave 
Peace to the Diſſenters, ſhou'd open their Arms and the 
Doors of their Church as wide as Heart could wiſh, not 
leaving a Ceremony, or ſo much as the Creed and. Lords. 
Prayer, to offend a Conſcientious Diſſenting Brother; 
wou'd you be Coy? wou'd you (till draw back, for fear 
of Deſtroying the Succeſſion of Diſſenters > nol warrant ye, 
Diſſenters know their Intereſt a little better. So then I 
hope I have made good my Paint, that Diſſenters may 
be deſtroy'd as a Party, without any the leaſt Damage, 
either to the Conſciences or Intereſts of Diſſenters. If I 
am in the wrong. pray tell me what your Writers mean. 


by Moderate Epiſcopacy, by Comprehenſion and Union > 
are theſe only pretty words to draw us. on to make our 


Court, that you may have the Honour af rejecting us; 


Advocates for what they term Moderation;. 
being aſſur d by them of the Diſſenters willingnefs to 
come to Terms of Accommodation, that henceforth there 


and may ſhew the World what great Offers you refuſe, 
only for the dear ſake of the Diſſenting Party and Inte- 
reſt? And that Diviſion is ſo ſweet a thing, ſo many 
Markets are to be made by't, that you wou d not, ſcarce 
for Heaven it felf for it's a place of Union, have Diſſen- 
tion extirpated ; but had much rather part with Apoſto- 
lical Succeſſion, than with a Succeſſion of Diſſenters > = 

So then, Brother Short-ways has a little over-ſhot him - 
ſelf, in being ſo violently concern d for the Deſtruction of 
= Dilſlenters as a Party. The poor Man was to blame to 
diſcover the Myſtery, it ſhould have been kept among 
Friends, whilſt the World had been amus'd with tender 
Conſciences and grievous Perſecutions; that is, in plain 
Englifh,the keeping a Man out of a Place, who can't come 
into't but by violating his Conſcience. For ſome there p. 
are who have Charity little enough to ſuggeſt, that this is 
* the wery Eſſence of Perſecution : and truly one can't but 
think that Shor?-ways is of this mind, when he affirms it 
to be a Pofttive Untruth, that Epiſcopacy is Perſecuted in 
Scotland: No ſays he, the Church has fair Quarter there; 
and how does he make it out? Why, they may enjoy the 
Advantages of Places and Preferments, as often as the 
Queen thinks fit to give them, a thing we are denied here, 
ſays he: We have Liberty of Conſcience tis true, Indulg- 
ed us by Law, whilſt they are not allow'd to Worſhip 
GOD after their own Way, ſo much as in Private, ſo 
far as Presbyterians can hinder it, notwithſtanding the 
Queens deſire and Letter on their behalf; and therefore 
from theſe Premiſes it undeniably follows, that they have 
fair Quarter, and we are Perſecuted for Conſcience ſake. 
Admirable Logick ! only to be learn'd in Mr. Morton's 
Academy, for Oxford and Cambridge are never like to 
match it. Let this then paſs for the Second Miſtake, I þ. 10 
would not for the World ſay Poſitive Untruth, much lefs 
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that broad Ill-manner'd word L. g, which our Friend 
Short- ways has happen d to fall into. 
A Third may be his talking for Peace and Union in one 


Page, and in a little while being very angry at any thing 


that looks like preventing Poſterity, from keepin 1 
Succeſſion of Diſſenters in this Nation, This is, Re! bay a. 


ftriking at the Root of the Diſſenters Intereſt ; their Intereſt 
then, ſay I, is the main of their Religion; and Diviſion 
is the Principal Article of their Faith. The Diſſenters 
either believe our Communion Sinful and Damnable, or 


they do not believe it ſo; if the firſt, then they do that 
which ſo much provokes Short. ways, when he ſuppoſes it 


done by Mr. S. towards Diſſenters, they exclude us from 
hopes of Salvation; nay, they themſelves do wilfully 
commit a Sin for filthy Lucres ſake, as often as they be- 


come Occaſional Conformiſts for Preferment. But if our 
Communion is not abſolutely Sinful, but only would be 


ſo to them, becauſe they doubt of it, and becauſe their 


Conſciences are tender, which is the only juſtifiable Rea. 


ſon for granting Liberty of Conſcience ; what neceſſity of 


Nurſing up their Children in the ſame Doubts and Scru- 
ples? which, make the beſt of them, are but Weakneſſes; 


muſt the Off · ſprings Conſciences needs be of the ſame Cut 


and Faſhion with their Fore- father? And were it not bet- 
ter both for their own Poſterity, and for the Nation in 
general (to which certainly theſe great Pretenders to 


Publick- Spiritedneſs ought to have ſome regard) to lay 
the Seeds of Diſſention as much out of their Childrens 
way as poſlible, and not beat into their Heads ſuch Fan- 
cies and Prejudices as would ne er come there, were they 
not drove in by an aukward Education, or afterwards 
taken up upon Worldly and Unchriſtian Views, and ſor 


Temporal Advantage o Short. ways may call it Nonſenſe as 


long as he pleaſe, but ſurely could a Method be found out 
to prevent Poſterity from falling into the Separation, it 


would 
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would be one of the greateſt Benefits eould be done this 
Kingdom, and no manner of Prejudice to the Toleration. 
Suppreſſing of their Schools would be a very good and 
neceſſary Work, were it like to deſtroy a Faction; which 
fure could do no manner of hurt to a truly Conſcientious 
Diſſenter. As for fuch as would keep up the Party and 
Separation to perpetuity, unleſs we're reſoly'd to wink 
very hard and to take no warning of the Precipice, they 
plainly ſhew us, that the Ruin of the Church is the thing 
they are reſolv'd on, and that their fearof being prevented 
in this Defign is the only matter that Alarms them, how 


- loudly ſoever they may Clamour, with their pretended 


Fears of their own Deſtruction. | 

Fourthly, It is not true that Mr. Sacheverel is the Real 
Author of the Shorteſt-way, or elſe your Friend Defoe is a 
Plagiary ; that Original of Honeſty, Truth and Ingenui- 


ty, being Printed among his Handicrafts, with his own 


ſhining Face in the front of them. As for Mr. Sacheverel, 


and thoſe other Gentlemen whom Short-ways is ſo free 
with, they are of Age let them anſwer for themſelves. 
Tho if the Revd. m— the Eſq; M----, the Dr. H., p. 3 
be any where but in nubi 
© the Slander ſilenc d. Short-ways wants no aſſurance that I 
can find, to ſpeak out in Words at length, or if the mo- 
deſt Man's diffidence reftraia him, there's a Mr. Defoe, 
who ſpares ne er a Sovereign Prince in Chriſtendom, will 
do it for him. And ſince this exalted Perſon, and many of 
his rigid Diſſenting Brethren, damn Occaſfonal. Conformity, 
and have writ againſt it, even in Contradiction to Patri- 
arch How; what harm I pray for a poor Church- man to s - 
Banter it a little, and to take a looſe after the Mode of the 


ibus, they ought to be expos'd, or 


Times; now Madneſs is fo much in Faſhion? And it is not 
improbable, that Shorz-ways has diſcovered the true cauſe 


of the Politick Diſſenters rigour againſt Brother Occaſional ; 
they would have the Government know, what they 


ou. 


tell “. 1 


1 
you 4 Biſhop has prov'd, was Queen Elizabeth Practiſe, 
that Perſons of different Religions, ought to be admitted, 
without Scruple or Caution, into Places of Truſt ; the Laws 
notwithſtanding, which can never be injur d by being 
diſpens'd with in Favour of Diſſenters, and then the 7e/? 
would ceaſe, and Occaſional Conformity would die of courſe ; 
and ſo no need of a Bill, the Buſineſs is done without it. 

p. 5,6 Fifthly, Short. ways manner of Proof, that his Tutor 
Morton's Politicks were not Antimonarchial, nor Deſtractive 
to our Conſtitution, I know not whether to call a Falſhood 
or a Flam. For tho the antient Manuſcripts now above 25 
Tears old, are left at the Publiſhers for any one to peruſe ; 
yet who this Publiſher is, the Man in the Moon cantell ; 

6 for my part I read no Direction to find him, either in 
' Book or Title Page. But one needs not thumb over and 

wear theſe choice Papers, Short-ways lets us know how 

well he profited under ſuch Inſtructions, both in the Art 

9.8 of Reaſoning and in Politicks. For © Juſtice, ſays he, 
* which is the end, is ſuperiour to the King that Executes, 
© who is the means; therefore, Evi! Adminiſtring Princes 
may be Depos'd! Who but a Diſſenter could ever have + 
had Brains enough to pick this out of Mr. Sacheverels 
Sermon ! Tho' it follows moſt undeniably by a Chain of 

Mr. Hobles's Conſequences : As thus, The Regular Ad- 
© miniſtration of Juſtice, is the Grand End and Deſign, 
<* both of Government and Law; (ſays Mr. Sacheverel.) 
Now the End is always ſuperiour tothe Means, 
* Juſtice is ſuperiour to the King, (ſays Short- 
ways. 
Therefore the People are ſo; for you know the People 
and Juſtice are Terms Synonymous. 
Therefore they may Execute Juſtice when the King ne- 
glects it, for they always do it Impartially, they never 


over-turn and deſtroy the end of Government, nor Judge 
amiſs in their own Cauſe! | 
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11 
Therefore Depoſing Tyrannick. Evil- Adminiftrating Prin- 
ces cannot be criminal ! and as to the Learning and Honeſty 


of this Performance, let any Oxonzan match it, and out-do g. 8 


it if he can, Eſpecially taking in the Deſign they own, as 
Short-ways tells p. 14. of maintaining their Juſt Rights 
and Privileges as Engliſh men, and by all lawful Means 
* to. oppoſe and ſuppreſs all ſorts of Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
6“ fion, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil. Other Deſigns they 
have not, nor do we, or need we charge them with o- 


ther, for this is ſufficient to do the Buſineſs, if either | 


theirWritings or their Practices may be allowed to explain 


it. And becauſe I do not love to make endleſs Repeti- 


tions, I ſhall refer my Reader for this Explanation to Bi 
enters Sayings, or it this is out of Print, let him conſult, 


Moderation truly Stated, where he may find ſuch zn 


ſwerable Proofs, from ſuch Juſt Authorities and Plain Mat- ., 


ters of Fact, (which, tho Short. ways boaſts of, yet is on- 


ly produced by his Oppoſers, and which Diſſenters have 


but little to ſay to, as make it out beyond a Contradi- 


ction, that Diſſenters are by Principle and Practice irrecon- 
cileable Enemies to our Government in Church and State, 
declard Oppoſers of Liberty of Conſcience, when they: 


themſelves have the Power in their Hands, and the bit- 


e 


tereſt Perſecutors. So juſtly might Mr. Sacheverel “ap- 


* peal to the Hiſtories of our Kingdom, whether ever: 


* they gave the Church the leaſt Favour or Quarter, 
* when they had her under their Power. 


+ 


* 


In ſhort, all Government in the Chureh, except their 


own Diſcipline is Tyranny. Let the worthy Mr. Baxter 


be my witneſs, who tells us, That Engliſh Prelacy is the p. 45 

product of Proud Ambition and Arroganey, and con- 2: 36 
* trary to the expreſs Command of Chriſt; that it is 8 
* Government that gratifieth the Devil and Wicked Men; 
** and that Biſhops are Thorns and Thiſtles.and the. Mili- 
tary. Inſtruments. of the Devil. And.“ What is this, 


Prelaey 2 


[16] 


thakle,. © Preſacy? (ſays Dr. Owen) a mere Antichriſtian En- 


according to their Humours. And their Lawful Means of 
Suppreſſing Tyranny are juſt of the ſame piece with their De- 
finitions of Tyranny. For if Seditious Pamphlets and 
Practices, Slanders and falſe Repreſentations, ſpeaking 
Evil of Dignities, Cabals and Conjurations, hounding on 


ful Means, theſe they praiſe under Queen A N N E. 
If Rye-houſe Conſpiracies, Bothwell-Bridge and Weſt- 
8 Country Rebellions be ſo, theſe and more they have pra- 
ctiſed againſt Princes who frankly forgave them their Fa- 


If uſurping all Royal Authority, and maintaining a Bloody 
Civil War againſt their Sovereign, and at laſt, with an un- 
heard of Impudence, arraigning him at their Bar, and be- 
heading him at his own Palace-Gate; if theſe be Lawful 
Means we are {ure they have made uſe of them. But then 
T pray what Means can be unlawful> Theſe are the Diſ- 
ſenters gradual Steps in ſuppreſſing what they call Tyran- 
ny, and when we catch them upon the firſt Round of the 
Ladder, we may, without Breach of Charity, conclude, 


the top of it. 

Sixthly, Short. Ways will have it that my Lord Claren- 
don's Hiſtory tells us that K. Charles I. brought all the Ca- 
lamities of Civil War upon his oun head. Bleſs me | what 
hideous Spectacles Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion are upon 
a Reader's noſe | But when our Brother Short. Ways has 
laid theſe afide, has wip'd his Eyes, and is willing to fee 
clearly, I would then adviſe him to another Peruſal of 
that excellent and uſeful Hiſtory, which he will find " 


| 14h © croachment upon the Inheritance of Chriſt. And as 
ll - 2651. f. 5 for the State, every Government, and all even the mild- 
eſt Adminiſtration is, in their Gibberiſh, Tyranny, if it 
does not paſs through their hands, and is not managed 


the Mob on theCrowns beſt Subjects, and the like, be lau- 


ther's Murder, and their own twelve years Baniſnment. 


that they mean, as ſoon as they are able, to mount to 
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7 be point blank againſt his Aſſertion, and particulary I re- 
commend to him p. 52, 71, 166, 206, of Vol I. by which 


it appears, that the King had remov'd every Shadow of 
a Grievance, and that the like Peace and Plenty and Uni- 


verſal Tranquillity was never enjoy d by any Nation, till mi- 
4 ſerably interrupted by theſe Enemies of Peace with their 


i in Scotland amounted to few.“ lt ſeems then there were 


Unjuſt and Unreaſonable Clamours. 

Seventhly, Short-Ways is under a great miſtake when 
he tells us, in his Admirable Engliſh, That * The Bar- 
e bariſms and Bloudy Doings us d with the Epiſcopal Party 


' ſome Barbarous and Bloudy Doings, and if there were ay, 
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her Majeſty has too much Wiſdom and Goodneſs to think 
them Trivial But whether they were few or many, the 
Accounts of their Sufferings, and ſeveral Books that were 
publiſh'd not long after the Revolution, beſides many Li- 
ving Witneſſes, will inform the Reader. And convince 


him, that many Clergy-men were outed and ilus'd, not 


for refuſing the Oaths to the Government, for they took 
them as ſoon as they came into England, but merely becauſe 
in their Conſciences they approv'd of, and adher d to Epiſ- 
copacy. And as for Presbyterian Juſtice and Mo- 
deration, I refer him to Mr. Airtwood's Caſe, and to 
thoſe Authorities and plain matters of Fact he fo largely 


-. treats of, 


Eighthly, Poor Short-ways was but little oblig'd 


| to his Neighbours, when they ſuffter'd him to fall into 


1 74 
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ſo groſs an Error, as to tell us that Dr. Tenniſon was that . 


Incumbent at St. Giless, whom the Biſhop of London re- 
tuſed to ſuſpend for Preaching againſt Popery. Why, e- 
very body can tell him that Dr. Sharpe, the preſent moſt 
Reverend Archbiſhop of Tork, was the Man. But alas ! 
this truly Pious and Learned Archbiſhop has honeſtly ap- 
peared for the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity. 


C Ninthly, 


LA 
A 


p. 19 


p. 16 


1 


Ninthly, What does Sbart-ways mean by making thoſe ? 


Biſhops who were ſent to the Tower, the only Refuge, 


Deliverers and Reſtorers of the Church, together with the 
Biſhop of London? Does not the good Man know: that 
five of thoſe ſeven were Non jurors, and that the ſixth, the 
now Biſhop of Exeter, as alſo the Biſhop of London, are 
none of his Men of Moderation, who appear d againſt the 
Occafional Bill > It is very true that the Church has great 
Obligations to thoſe worthy Prelates and their Brethren, 
who vote with them, who are, under GOD and the 
Queen, her Support ; and their Temper is moderate in a 
true and Chriſtian Senſe. But [ deny that they are Short. 
ways Men of Moderation, and therefore he's under a great 


miſtake in ſuppoſing them to be ſo. 


Tenthly, Short-ways is alſo under another miſtake, 
when he tells us that Diſſenters choſe War for our ſakes, a- 
gainſt King James II. The Man would ſay, if he has any 
Meaning, for theſe People ſeldom expreſs themſelves in 
the Common Dialect; but he ſhould ſay, that they choſe 
our Offices aud Employments in Corporations,to which by Law 
we only are entitled, and every body knows upon what 
terms they were admitted to them. He ſhould ſay, they 
at laſt began to ſmell a Rat, and when they perceiv'd 
they were not like to be the Building, nor to rear up Preſ- 


bytery upon the Ruines of the Epiſcopal Church, then 


they thought it time to ſhrink from under their 


Drudgery, and would be no longer the Scaffolding of Po- 


pery. So much for his Miſtakes, for I will not at pre- 
ſent ſcrew them up to Fourteenthly. 

Nou give me leave to laugh a little, and tis at his tel- 
ling us, That The Scots have au undoubted Right to the 


Presbyterian Eſtabliſhment, becauſe forſooth !. r the Ori. 


ginal Proteſtant Settlement of that Nation. Dont ye think 
that the Papiſts furniſhed him with this Argument and 
pay him for venting it? For allowing Original Settlement 
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L 132 
to be a Right, tis like they may have a better Claim than 
the moſt antient Presbyterial Confiſtory. Unleſs Dominion 
is founded in Grace, and that no Rights or Settlements 
are of any value, except thoſe which ſome People more 
peculiarly call Proteſtant ! Epiſcopacy is an EngliſhEncroach- 
ment upon them, ſays our mighty Reaſoner, our Proteſtant 
Diſſenter; ſo is the Reformation, ſay the Papiſts. And 
neither Poor Epiſcopacy nor Reformation it ſelf, have a- 
ny thing to offer in their own Defence, ſave certain Ar- 
guments taken out of the Bible, and from the Practiſe of 
the Primitive Church. Whereby they pretend to prove, 
that their Charter allows them to take footing wherever 
they can obtain it peaceably and Chriſtianly, that is, by 
dint of Argument, and by patient and heroick Sufferings, 
or elſe by Authority of the Lawful Magiſtrate, and this 
without being guilty of any Encroachment, or any the 
leaſt Injury to the Peoples Rights. | 

But if Epiſcopacy is not to be reſtored in Scotland, a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution of the Nation, by the ſame Rule 
it is not to be deſtroyed in England, ſince it is our Conſti . 
tution. And then what becomes of that Moderate Epiſ- 
copacy, thoſe Comprehenfions and Uniting Projects, which 
your Moderation a Vertue, your Calamys and other Diſſen- 
ters are ſo full of? Certainly Exgliſp Men have as good 
a Right to their Conſtitution as the Scots have to theirs, 
and, as we think, better Arguments to defend it, to be 
ſure we have a longer Preſcription. Nor know I what 
can be offer'd to the contrary, except that irreſiſtible Ar- 
gument, Cl«b-Law, which pull'd down Epiſcopacy in 42, 
and unleſs the People, even the Scum of them, have a 
Native Right to ſet up what they pleaſe (how contrary 
ſoever to the Laws of the Land or to the Goſpel) when- 
4 they are but ſtrong enough to execute their Pro- 
J 


C 2 Shorts 


N. 23 


p. 02 


[147] 
Sbort. ways is grievouſly pinch'd when Mr. S. appeals to 


the Hiſtory of our Kingdom, whether ever they gave the 
Church the leaſt Favour or Quarter, when they had ber under 


_ their Power; and therefore no wonder that he winches 


and flings to ſome purpoſe in a ſenceleſs Exclamation ; 


tho Mr. S's words are modeſt and cool, there being no- 


thing, except the Truth of them, that can excite his Paſ- 
ſion ; for it is his own and not Mr. S's Concluſion, that 
Becauſe they never ſhewed us Quarter, therefore We will re- 
venge our ſelves. Nor is there, it ſeems, any great hurt 
in Retaliation, when from a Presbytarian hand; Short- 
ways himſelf can find a Reaſon ſor't in a neighbouring 
Kingdom, p. 17. But he may pleaſe to remember, that 
he and his Brethren have been told over and over, and [ 
think our Practices in 1660 did ſhew we were in earneſt, 
that the Church of England knows too well what Spirit ſhe 
7s of to render Evil for Evil, There can be no reaſon 


therefore why they are afraid of our Vengeance, but only 


becauſe they are conſcious that they juſtly deſerve it. 
Short ways helps us to an extraordinary piece of News, 
viz, that the whole Houſe of Peers, including the Lords Spi- 
ritual themſelves, have told us that the Diſſenters are no 
Schiſmaticts. Suppoſe they had, which is more than he 
will be able to prove theſe two days, what then ? it was 


never yet allow'd by any Chriſtian Church, no nor by the 


Presbyterian Conſiſtory, except when they got by't, that 
Lay men have a Right to determine ſuch Points as theſe. 
As for Schiſm, to all thoſe Authors he mentions, I'll op- 
pole the fingle Charge of Schiſm continued, which he and 
his Authors may anſwer if they can. But it is no new 
thing to hear Men cry out for new Proof, and to take no 
notice of the old, tho it be more than enough. This is 
the Ingenuity of the Church of Rome, and that deareſt 


Spawn of hers our Engliſh Diſſenters. But before they 


make new Challenges, and threaten us with what they 
will 


* 


* — - 


#-* 
0 
4 
+ 
p 


Cf 
* | 
* 
- . 
+z 
b 4 
"3s +? 


- 
i" 
© * 
* 
4 2 


= 
i ,- 
. = 
I 


* - 
* 
* 
* 


- * 
8 
* 
bs N. 


5 
* 1 


15 J 


will do, it may become them to Anſwer, if not the Argu- 
ments, which perhaps may be too tough, at leaſt, the 
plain Matters of Fact that are produced by Mr. Weſley, the 
New Aſſociation, the Woolf, &c. to ſay nothing of my 
Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, and the Accounts of their An- 
tient Practiſes. 

- But theſe perceable Men who would perſuade the 
World thatthey are only upon the Defenſive, that they only 
oppoſe our own Attempts upon their juſt Freedom, doit ſeems 
take this juſt Freedom to conſiſt, in writing and ſpreading 
about among the People, Abridgments, New Teſts, the True- 
born Engliſh-man, Shorteſt Ways, Legions and a long & 
cætera ot the like ſtuff; full of bitter Invectives, notori- 
ous Falſhoods, and ſcurrilous Lampoons, on the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, the Government, and even the whole 


Nation, except a few Choice Men of their own Fraterni- 


ty ; and would have us believe that they have a Charter 
not to ſtand corrected, either by the Publick or Private 
Hands. Tis their 7% Freedom, good Men ! and what pi- 
ty they ſhould be deprivd of it! to combine againſt the 
Conſtitution, to get into Offices by violating the Inten- 
tion of the Laws, and ſo at laſt into Parliament, that 
they may be able to Repeal them; whilſt no body ought 
to take notice of theſe Practiſes, or to give them any in- 
terruption ! For one may ſaſely appeal to every ſober and 
conſiderate Perſon in the Kingdom, to every one who is 


not led away by Noiſe and Prejudice, whether any other 


Attempts have been made than a neceſſary proviſion a- 
gainſt their Rude and Open, as well as their Clandeſtine 
Attempts upon others? I would therefore deſire them be- 
fore they pretend to bring any Accuſations: againſt their 
Neighbours, to be pleas d to Anſwer a few plain Queries. 


Not that they are the Tyth of what might be asked, but 
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they are ſuch as ariſe from the Pamphlet before me. 


1. VYhe- 
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1. Whether the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion iſſued out in 
1689, the firſt year of the Nations Deliverance, was not in- 
tended ts Invite and Compliment the Difſenters ? and if not 
pray what was its meaning ? | 

2. Whether one may not very innocently beware of falſe 
Prophets, who come in Sheeps C loathing, ſince Truth itſelf 
has taught vs, that i»wardly they are Ravening Wolves ? 

3 Whether he who enters not in by the Door, but climbeth 
ſome other way, is any thing elſe but a Thief and a Rob- 

19 | 

4. Whether any Man can lawfully Preach, who is not 
lawfully ſent > and conſequently, let the Doctrine and 
Faith be what it may, there can be no true Ordinances, 
where there is no true Miniſtry, nor any true Miniſtry, 
but where the Succeſſion and Authority is derived from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

5. Whether a Cauſeleſs Separation- from the Church 
be not Schiſm, and therefore whether Occaſional Confor- 
miſts at leaſt, if not other Diſſenters, are not Schiſma- 
ticks ? al | 

6. Whether Diſſenters who us'd to exclaim fo loudly a- 
gainſtLord Biſhops, and the whole Antichriſtian Hierarchy 
as they call'd it, are reconciled to the Order and Dignity 
of my Lords the Biſhops, or only to the Perſon of my Lord 
of Salisbury, &c? 

7, Whether it is conſiſtent with that Piety and Strict- 
neſs, to which Diſſenters have all along pretended, to 
Burleſque the Holy Scripture, and an Expreſſion particu- 
tarly applied to our Saviour [the Zeal of thy Houſe has 


8. Whether it be Decent or Honeſt for thoſe to accuſe 
% 3% ec. others of foulneſs of Language and bitter Invectives, &c. 
who are moſt notoriouſly guilty of the fame themſelves 2): 
and whether it were not fitter for them to take our Lord's 


Advice, 
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even eaten me up] rather than loſe an inſipid Jeſt upon 
Mr. Sacheverel? Ns | | 236 
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Advice, and to begin with the Beam in their own Eyes, 


cer they attempt to give out the Mote in their Bro- 


thers? © *©* 1 

9. VVhether a Man does not want Common Senſe as 
well as Logick, and is not fitter to Cry Pamphlets about 
the Streets than to write them, who is not able to diſtin- 


guiſh the Phanaticiſm of the Diſſenters, or even the Po. 5. 12, 13 


pery of the Papiſts, from that which is Chriſtian and 
Good in either? | 


to. VVhether Diſfenters were only on the Defenſive f. 14 


and not the Aggreſſors, ſhall I ſay, in 41? I need not go 


ſo far back, even within this two years? Now to State 


this, Thope I may as freely have recourſe to a New Teſt of 
the Church of England's Loyalty, as Short ways has to the 


Occaſional- Bill. And we find in that Temperate and Uait- 


ing Treatiſe, writ a few months after her Majeſty's Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne, and before there was a word of a Bill, 
or any thing had been done or {aid againſt Diſſenters ; that 
* tho Names of Contempt have been often changed on- 
either ſide; as Cavalier and Roundhead, Royaliſt and 
Rebels, Malignants and Phanaticks, Torys and VVhigs, 


yet the Diviſion has always been barely the Church and 


< the Diſſenter, and there it continues to this Day. 

11. Whether thoſe Church-men who brought about 
the late Revolution did Well or Ill in't? If they did Well, 
why is it thrown in their Diſh, why are they eternally 
reproach'd with it ? If Ill, what's tobe ſaid but that they 


Repent, and for the ſuture Deteſt and Abjure the Men 
and Principles that led them into it. But however it be, 
neither Papiſts nor Diſſenters have any reafon to reproach. 


them, with that which was fo conformable to the Princi- 
ples and Practices, both of the one and of the other. And 
this leads me to the next Query; | 

12. Whether that ſame Revolution was founded upon 


Church, or upon Diflenting Principles ? If the former, 


why 


[18 J 


why are Church-men upbraided with forfaking their Prin- 


ciples, and breaking their Oaths, and ſo contemptuouſly 
uſed upon this Account, by the New Teſt- mater, Short- 


ways and their Fellows? For upon that Suppoſition, - their 
Accuſations are all meer Malice, Forgery andSlander | But 


xt the Managers of thoſe Times did not act by their own, 
but by the Diſſenters Principles; then pray is this the beſt 


Uſage you can afford your Brethren for coming over to 
your Principles and Practices? Does not the Injuftice, the 
Treachery, the Inſults lie at your own Door? Certainly 


if this is your method, and that you are firmly reſolved. 


againſt Joining or Uniting in any caſe, unleſs upon your 
own terms ; and that it is not enough to comply with 
you in ſome things, unleſs we come over in all ; your 
Exhortations to Peace, Union and Moderation, are onl 
meer Cant, and have no meaning but to perſuade or whee- 
dle, to fright or force us out of our own Principles, that 
when you have gaind your Point, you may laugh at us 
as Knaves or Fools for quitting them. 

13. Whether thoſe who by breaking down the Fences, 
admit ſuch into the Church as are firmly reſolved never to 
unite with her, till they have faſhioned her after their own 
| Model, do not indeed and moſt effectually, whether or no 
they deſign to do fo, betray and weaken, and by conſe- 
quence deſtroy her ? 

14. Whether, except we mean to wear the Bib and 
the Rattle you deſign us, it can ever be fit to forget 41, 
unleſs you will firſt condeſcend to forget the fatal Princi- 
ples. and Practices of thoſe unhappy days? And now I 
think Short-ways has his Numbers returned him in full 
tale, and let him make his beſt o them. & 

As ſor his French Parallel, p. 4. it is a mighty Compli- 
ment, and of the juſt ſize of the Men of his Party, towards 
the Queen and Church of England, whom he muſt think 
quite as well of as he does of the French Monarch and the 


Church 
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Church of Rome, or elſe he could never dream of ſuch an 
odious Compariſon. If he pleaſes I'll direct him to a more 
parallel Caſe, even the Practice of his great Forefathers 
in the ever to be forgotten 41. Never to be forgotten, 
becauſeè they will not ſuffer us to forget it, ſince they re- 
peat its Methods every day. Hideous Outcries of Popery 
andPerſecution,when there was no fear of either from any See 1rd 
but themſelves, who intrigu'd with Papiſts at the ſame gy_ 
time that they falſly accuſed the King of it; and had it 0 Fi. 
in their Hearts to perſecute their Brethren, for we ſaw 
they did it with a vengeance when they got the Power. 
Scurrilous Libels and Lampoons ſpread throughout the 
Nation, neither better nor worſe than our Shor?-ways, 
N our Legious, and a whole Swarm of Waſps from the ſame 

4 hive, which I will not loſe time to mention. They had 
their Pryns, Burtons and Baſtwicks, as we have our Tutch- 
ins, Stevenss and Defoes, to corrupt the People and fire 
the Mob. With an unprecedented Inſolence they arraign'd 
the Proceedings and invaded the Privileges of Parliament, 
Bully'd the Houſe by poſting up the S:raffordians, which 
their Succeſlors have imitated in their Black-Lifts, to ex- 
poſe all who were not as mad as themſelves, to the Fury 
of the Rabble; they had their Petitioners and Tumults, 
as we have had our Petitioners and Legions ; they gar- 
bled the Houſe of Lords, as others would now the Houſe of 
Commons, till they gor one after their hearts defire. 
There being no Difference, that I can find, between t hoſe 
Times and zbheſe, bat that their Fathers had the Nation's 
Purſe in their Hand, which, G O D be thanked, their 
Sons are not like to finger, fo long as ſuch an Honeſt and 
Loyal Houſe of Commons, as the Nation is at preſent bleſt 
with, fills St. Stephens Chapel; and this is the true Rea- 
ſon of all their Rage againſt this Houſe, a Houſe that us'd 
to be ſo much their Darling. But when their Forefathers 


D had 
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had got the Puiſe and Power into their hands, which is 


all that is wanted by their Succeſſors, what followed? I 
tremble to think ! a bloody Civil War, the Deſtruction of 
all Laws and Rights, and of the whole Conſtitution Eccle. 
ſiaſtical and Civil; Anarchy and Confuſion, Tyranny 
and Oppreſlion alternately ; the moſt deteſtable Murder of 
the beſt of Kings, and, as far as their Power would reach, 
the Extirpation of the whole Royal Family. And if this 
is not Truth, or if it is not a very juſt and fufficient Rea- 
ſon, tho not to retaliate, yet to ſecure. our ſelves and the 
Conſtitution by all lawful and probable Methods, againft 
the like Violence for the time ro come, I deſire Short. ways 
will be pleaſed to inform me. For that this was not the 
readieſt Method, the Shorteſt Way with the Church and 
the Government, I hope even Defoe himſelf, has not the 
Face to deny. And I muſtalways be of opinion that this 
is the only effectual way to that Peace and Union they ſo 
heartily defire, this is what in truth they aim at, and 
mean by'r, even the bringing all Oppoſers to truckle un. 
der them. But that theſe Gentlemen ſhould pretend to 
[nay really tread in] © thoſe very Steps, and yet at the 
* {ame time be angry to be told they deſign the reſt, is 
< impoſing Things vpon the World, too groſs to go 


, down. | 


And now, aſter all that has been ſaid, I leave my 
Reader to infer, and I think the Premiſes will warrant 
the Concluſion, that to lay open the Secret Defigns of the 


Diſſenters, which are conceal'd under the Colour of Con- 


ſcience, and a world of other plauſible Pretences ; to pull 


off theſe Diſguiſes, and to make all the good Laws we 


can, to defend us from their Treachery, as well as from 


their more open Attempts ; as it is a neceſſary Duty 


which we ow to our Sovereign, our Church, and our 
Country, and even to our own Preſervation, ſo it is in 


reality 
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reality the greateſt Service can be done Diſſenters. For 
beſides, that it preſerves the Publick Peace, in which 
they alſo have a ſhare, it reſtrains them, if not from a 
Malicious Inclination towards that deteſtable Sin of Perſe. 
cution, at leaſt from being actually Guilty of it. A Sin 
which the good Men ſo much exclæim againſt, and which 
therefore no doubt the Devil is moſt apt totempt them to. 
And conſequently by ſome ſeaſonable Laws, we may pre- 


vent that Deſtruction which this Crime will Infallibly 


bring on them, in this World perhaps, but to be ſure in 
the next. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
Concerning Moderation ſtill a Vertue. 


| Hilſt this Sheet was in the Preſs, Moderation ftill 2 

Vertue came to my hands, which is not ſo properly 

an Anſwer to the Pamphlets it pretends to reply to, 

as a ſecond Edition of Moderation a Vertue with ſome Enlarge- 

ments, neither anſwering the Arguments nor diſproving the 

Matters of Fact, but waving the one and recriminating upon 

the other ; and therefore all that needs be ſaid to't may be 

diſpatch'd in the ſew remaining Pages, leaving the Enlarge- 
ments to thoſe whom they may concern. 

The Moderate Author tells us pretty often, he has prov'd that 


which his Anſwerers demonſtrate he has not prov'd, and the Rea- 


der needs only compare them to be ſatisfied I do him no Inju- 
ry. But moſt Readers care not for this Trouble, ſo the laſt 
Word commonly carries it, tho the Force of the Argument 


lies only in the good Aſſurance. This is the Secret of Writing, 
and the true Reaſon why Writers, tho they are ever ſo folidly 
anſwered, will never be ſilenced. 


03 2 Our 


4. _S WR 
- Our Author has an admirable way of diſpatching his Oppo- 
ſers ; thoſe who take no notice of what is not to the purpoſe, 
he ſays do not enſwer bim; thoſe who reply to every ſhadow of 
Pref a, an Argument that is offered for his Cauſe by himſelf or others, 
he tells you are verboſe. But he did wilely in over-lookin 
Moderation truly ftated, for to have conſider'd it would have lo 
him one half of his Book. And it is very true that feveral Pages 
ot it are Verboſe and Virulent, for they are taken up in anſwering 
the Diſſenters Arguments againft Schifm and Toleration in 
p. 53 to 60 their own Words, and their Virulency againſt the Government 
70 10 78, in Church and State as by Law eftabliſhed. There you may 
* 79, 80. 95 find that thoſe Expreſſions about Schiſm, which our Author is 
1 ſo offended at p. 21. are the very words of Mr. Edwards the 
5. 54 Presbyterian. | 
I ſhould be too verboſe, did J reckon up all our Author's Mi- 
- Pref. p. 2 ſtakes and Diſingenuities; he tells us that the Starter oppoſes all | 
Moderation, and confounds it with Lukewarmmeſs in the Elbtal, of 5 
Religion. The next Page to that he quotes will ſhew him his Er- 4 
ror, for there Moderation is made to conſiſt in the Proportioning 
7. 6 our Eſteem and Value © thing to its real Worth, Nay, he 
himſelf ſubſcribes to the Srarer's true Notion, in that very place 
where he miſrepreſents it, ſo that Moderation is ſtill truly ſtared. 
But is not true that his Anſwerers allow no Moderation 0 
Proteſtant Diſſenters ; I have not the Wolf by me, and wil 
not truſt to my Memory; but one of the other addreſſes the Oc- 
p. 39 Caftonal Conformiſts with all the Good-will one Chriſtian bears another. 
And the Stater earneſtly invites them to Union, and has a true 
p. 49, 50 Compaſſion for Diſſenters in Conſcience, believing the greateft num- ö 
0. 92, 93 ber of the Separation to be of this fort. But for Diſſenters in 
Faction, ſuch as miſlead Well- meaning Men, and diſturb the 7 
| Publick Peace, what Moderation can they lay claim to? our 
1 ; Author himſelf will at leaſt ſeem to be againſt them. All Di. 
| DJ, utes amongſt. Chriſtians ought to be managed with Charity, 
YG | emper 2 decent Language, and it does not appear to me 
3 that the Author of Occaſional Conformity an ju ble Practice, or 
the Stater offend againſt this Rule. Tis confeſs d ſome 
ſions are bitter, but it is only becauſe they are true; and our 
8 ed, . 8: great Pretenders to Moderation can t juſtly complain of A- 
1 med till genuous ReflefFions on the Diſſenters, till they have ſtruck out thoſe 
4 a Ver. p. 4 many 


— 
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many Pages of their own which are full of fuch Reflections Nod. a 
upon the Church, and thoſe they think fit ro call High-Church- 3 
mer.” _. -» Cu er ni er PTE . 

Our Author tells us, that Moderation a Vertue remains man- 5 1 50 
ſwer d, and that his Anſwerers over-look the Principal Deſign, and 2432 39, 
ſome ＋ the Principal Parts of it. I make no doubt that thoſe 40. 46.56, 
who hare read the Anſwerers are of another Mind; for to ſay 57 4577. 
nothing of the two that he Replies to, the Stater has fully con- = 1 
ſider'd the two main things he ſays he had in his Eye; for to what Pref. 5.3 
purpoſe was. Moderation reſcu'd from thoſe Falſe Gloſſes which 
he and his Brethren had put upon it? Why was it truly Stated, 
but in order to Recommend it? And as for Hypocriſte, the Stater p. 32, &c. 

rofeſſedly e it on the Occaſional-· Comformiſt, endeavour- p. 60, &c. 

ng to make good the Charge from the beginning to the end 
off the Book ; and the Reader it's like may think it is made- 
| ood, whatever the Moderate Author may fay to the contrary.. 
s or if a Phariſaical Profeſſion of greater Purity, Modera- 
} tion, &c. than our Neighbours attain to, and not coming up. 
to theſe Profeſlions, but being guilty of the very fame Vio- 
lence, Perſecution, &. which we unjuſtly impute to o- 
chers ; if pretending to do that on a Religious Account, 
which proceeds only from a Secular Motive; if crying out 
Conſcience, when tis Patty and Siniſter Deſigns that move us; 
if this is Hypocriſie, the Srater has produc'd incanreſtable Prece- 
dents, that it lies at the Diſſenters Door, and our Author has. 
not yet clear'd them from the Impuration.. And as for fuch as. 
are Occaſſonal- Confurmiſts, but not to qualifie themſelves for a 

I Place, tho' they may be free from Hypocrifie, our Author: 
T would'do well to juftifie chem from that Unreafonable Separa- 

7 tion, that Scandal, that Weakening of the Proteftant Intereſt, 

5 which is imputed to them. 

; He owns that a formal Anſwer is made to his Firft and Second p. 35- 
Chapters, ſo that I fhall fay no more to them but only this, Fef. 3: 
that che Caſe of our Lord and his Apoftes in relation to the. 
Jewiſh-Church being clearly Stared, and in a few Words, the 4. 
Stater proves to him in return to his firft Propoſition, that his 15 — 1 
Precedents are not to the Purpoſe, which he himſelf as good 2. 17, 1%. 
as owns by allowing them not Parallel; for, (as he has been 15. 
told) how Sacred and Incomeffable ſoever they are, they. can be 

no 
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no Warrant but in a Parallel Caſe. And as for this and the o- 


ther Arguments, whoever will be at the Pains to compare 


them, will find that they are not at all weakened by his late 
pretended Anſwer. — 3 


Nor are his other Propoſitions over-look'd or unanſwered. ſo 


far as a Modeſt Reſpect to our Law-givers, in not determin- 


ing of what was under their immediate Conſideration, would 
9. un- allow. As for the Third, how formidable a Creature his Occa- 
3 ſional- Conformiſt is, has been fully conſider'd, and the Eſtima- 
Bey teu. tion made from Men of his Principles when they were in 
ly Stated, Power © : nay even from the Diſſenters own Opinion of one 
2. 37. . another}, and from their preſent Declarations ||, and Practiſes 
"7 , * compar'd wich their former. And ſince he affirmed, that the 
111752. Difference between the Church and the Diſſenters is inconſiderable, the 
80 proper Inference was drawn from it, they were intreated for 
1. 88,89, their Countries ſake, for GOD's ſake, and even for their own, 
90 / dogg to heal our Breaches, and not to keep up a Separation and 
8 ſtand out againſt their Lawful Superiors, ſince they allow our 
?. 49, 59. Communion is not Sinful, and that Union at this time is ſo 
* very neceſſaryx. 5 | 
Jn anſwer to his Fourth, he was told that a Government 

can never be well ſerved, when thoſe are employed on Pub- 

lick Truſts, who. do not; approve, or heartily aſſent to the 
Conſtitution ; that, the Eccleſiaſtical Government is a part 

of our Conſtitution, and that Men who approve. it but Occaſi- 

. 31 nally, and Statedly diſlike it, will Serve it accordingly, | 
To the Fifth it has been ſaid, that it Non-Conformity were 
. Only a Matter of Conſcience, Diſſenters might be brought off 
| it by coming Occaſionally to our Churches, and obſervigg how 
much more edifying our Worſhip is than their own : But Oc- 
caſional-· Conformity is made an Engine to promote Secular Inte- 

reſts; and for the Reaſons above, it Weakens and Undermines 

. 95, 96. the, Church, and keeps up our Diviſions. | 
How our Moderate Author can allow himſelf to be fo Pe- 


Sr condemning a Bill that had 11 Houſe of 


Commons by a great Majority; and whoſe Subject Matter the 
. 34. 98 Lords approv' d ſo far forth, as to condemn Occaſional- Conformity 
( ſee alſo merely tor a Place, and to conſent to exclude Occaſional-Confor- 

— * miſts from the Government, tho they cou'd not agree to other 
e ee Circum- 
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too groſs to paſs upon us. 


Circumſtances, I leave him to conſider. And it is very 

ſtrange, that he a Stated Diſſenter, ſhou'd be bettet acquainted 

with the Church's Intereſt, and more concern'd for it, than 

her Conſtant Members and Dutitul Sons; This is a Paradox 5.3% toe. 
| $1; ft #1 © BI 

His ſeventh Propoſition, wherein he gives Examples of Diſ- 
ſenters employ'd in moſt Governments, the Starter thought 5 ,, 
might be let alone, till he had accounted for the Precedents 
brought him of the Tricks that the Diſſenters have play d us in 
our ownCountry, whenever they got intoOffice,and were ſtrong. 
enough to ſhew their skill. But another Anſwerer has more 
particularly ſhew'd him, that the Precedents he concludes with 
are no more to the purpoſe than thoſe he began with, for there O. C. un- 
are no Occaſional Conformiſts among them, to the Point I ſhould * * 
have ſaid, for they may ſerve the purpoſe of amuſing the ſimplle 
and inconſiderate. 

In ſum, the Cauſe our Moderate Author undertook, has been Mod. tru- 
fully examined, Firſt as to the Religion of it. Miſtaken Mo- ly Stated, . 
deration has been expoſed. The Artifice for pleading ſo migh- ?: 1 70 26 
tily for Moderation has been detected, and of producing our I * 
Author's pretended Precedents for it; as alſo how its pretended 
Advocates treat thoſe whom they cajole under this pretence. . 2 
Moderation has been defined and truly ſtated, with relation to! 1 
Zeal, Order and Decency. It has been ſhewn how far Scri- 5. 5 10 10 
pture- Moderation is concerned in our preſent Controverſie. P. 10 te 14 
Our Author's Precedents have been examined, and no Reſem- . 
blance found between them and our Occaſional Conformiſts. P 14. f 20 
Examples of a nearer Likeneſs have been brought him from 
Scripture, ſuch as Korah's and his Separatiſts, the Worſhippers 
in high Places, &c. And an eminent Example in Nehemiah, f. 20 1925+ 
of an honeſt and couragious, a regular and ſteady concern for 
the Church of GO D, has been recommended. Our Author . 21 4% 24- 
has been directed to St. Paul's Laws for Uniformity : has been BL 
told the difference. between the Apoſtles Compliances, who 
were Governours and might determine ſuch indifferent things 
as they ſaw fit, and the unneceſſary and unauthorized Separa- 
tion of a number of People, from ſuch as have the Rule over 
them. It has been ſhewn that the Separation is groundleſs, p. 19 
even upon their own Principles, and by the 3 Opinions N 59, 601 
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5. 43. 55, of theirown Authors. And the Adoderate Author is now defird. 
&c. ſince he thinks his Anſwerers Arguments deſective, to reply to 


p.61. what Mr. Calvin, Mr. Baxter, the Precbyterion Ainiſeers, Mr. 
P.-57 Edwards and others have writ againſt Schiſm. And let him 
P- 53, &. tell us, if he can, and if he thinks fit to diſcover the Secret, 
why. they ſtill keep up 2 Diviſion, ſince by their Practices they 
allow that they can lawfully communicate, and by their Prin- 
p. 55. and ciples are therefore bound in conſcience to ſubmit ; and ſince they 
35 OG confeſs that Diviſions ere ſo perniciow, at this time e- 
; ſpecially f ett 
Theil Reaſons for Separation, ſuch as Human Mixtures, ſin- 
p. 40, &c. ful Impoſitions, greater Edification, have been fully anſuer d. 
The evil Effects of theſe Pretences have been ſhewn from Mr. 
-p. 6: Baxter and others of their own Writers. The true Reaſon of 
b. Ji to 60 them has been laid open. Their Objections againſt the Litur- 
ee gy have been anſwer'd ; their Call examined; their Gift of Prayer 
p. 44 AJhewn to be either a meer Humane Art, or elſe a Blaſphemous 
p. 46, 47 Pretenſion; it has been made appear, that the Want of Diſci- 
?. 45> 46 pline, which they ſo loudly complain of, is to be imputed to 
themſelves, who weaken the Authority of the Church, and 
hinder the Effect of her Cenſures, by their unrea'onable Sepa- 
p. ration. It has been ſhewn what Conſcience is; and how they 
p. 48,49 quit their pretenſions to Conſcience to threaten us. They 
7. 36 have been told of the Church's Charity and Readineſs to re- 
2.37 Cceive them into her Boſom, in the Spirit of Meekneſs; but 
that, how willing ſoever ſne may be to condeſcend to their 
Weakneſs, tis impoſſible for her to reconcile Contradictions, 
ar to give them Satisfaction, till they agree among themſelves 
p. 50 to 54 what will pleaſe them: for, except in oppoſing the Church, 
P-5? they are as opoſite to one another as they are to us. They 
P. 43. 51, accuſe one another of Impoſitions and Perſecutions. When 
52.90 they themſelves are in power they violently exclaim againſt 
5. 5 5 10 59. Toleration, and will by no means allow it, expoſing the great 
64 Evil of Schiſm. They are therefore earneſtly exhorted to U- 
5. 53 0 59 nity and render'd inexcuſable if they neglect it. And as the 
5 4949 „ Toleration does not excuſe the Schiſm, but only takes off the 
5.51 „ Penalty that the Laws inflicted upon Nonconformity ; ſo it is 
made appear that Faction, not Conſcience, keeps up our Di- 
J. 116 Viſions. ; 
' Secondly, 


9 5 
Seeondly, the queſtion concerning Occaſional Conformity 
bas alſo been examined, with relation to Policy and the Civil 
Government, and fince the Welfare of the Nation depends p. 2s, &c. 
upon the choice of the Hands through which the Adminiſtra- 
tion paſſes, it has been made appear, that thoſe only who are p. 23 
fatisfied with the Conſtitution and heartily approve it, will 
ferve the Government faithfully and ſupport it. And that ſince p. 31, 22 
Occaſional Conformiſts are not well-afteated to the Eccleſiaſti- 
eal Government, which is a part of the Conſtitution, they are 
not fit to be truſted by it. Nor are they better Men than their 7. 31 
Neighbours, as our Author would inſinuate. Hypocriſy, which 7. 3* 
is prov d upon them, being a great Immorality. Their ſini- P. 32. and 
ſter Intentions towards the Conſtitution, is alſo prow d from P79 
their ſormer and preſent Actions; whereby is ſhewn that the p 4 
Conſtitution is that which they really fall foul on, whatever 
their Pretences may be, and that nothing but its Ruine will 2. 78 
content them: that, in order to this they began to cry out of “. 88. . 
Perſecution in Queen Elixaberbs Reign, by which, as an Inde- 55 
pendant tells us, the Presbyterians mean the being not /uffer'd co 
oppreſs thejr Brethren, Their evil Behaviour towards that Queen » 80 
and her Royal Succeſfors, even to her Preſent Majeſty is P. 82. 88. 
ſhewn. As alſo that they never wanted the Will, when they 7 
tad the Power to hurt; For they declare againſt Neuters, and 4 1 
perſecute all who will not comply with them. 5. 63 
Nor are their Principles better than their Practices, as has been 
prov'd at large in their own Words. You have a Specimen of p. 70. 91. 
their ill Language and Spite to the Church, to theState, nay even 112 
co Parliaments, as well as toK.Charles Lwhoſe Murder they juſti- * 7? 
fie even to the laſt. Our Author indeed, in this his ſecond E- 4 7 | 
dition, gives us an Abhorrence of this Wicked Action (or, in þ. 74. 77 
his moderate Language, the Tragical End of that unhappy Prince) 
ſubſcribed by about fity Miniſters in their Vindication. But is it not 
this very fame Vindication that tells us, p. 6, 7. That it was the 
woful Miſcarrigges 2 75 King himſelf (which we cannot but acknow- 
ledge to be many and great) in bis Government, that have coſt the 
three Kingdoms ſo dear and caſt him down? So that it ſeems all 
they diflik'd was only the preſent way of Trral. For thoſe godly 
Miniſters threw the King's pretended Miſcarriages in his lb, 
t be 
8 


even in his greateſt Afffiction: and that they may not be ſor- 


Oc 


. 
got, our Author gives an invidious Liſt of them, p. 80, 81. 

ut if he had any Ingenuity or Reſpect for an Injur'd Prince, 
her Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſor, from whom ſhe derives her 
Blood and Crown; nay, if he had but any regard to Truth, 


ml. 1. p, he would alſo have told us, from the ſame noble Hiſtorian he 


166. 206, mentions, that the King had redreſs d all their Grievances, and 
207. alſo granted all they could ask; that the things ſo much complain'd 
A 1 and Poundage) were no more than nad been 
1 done by the King's Predeceſſors without any exception; and 
that the like Peace and Tranquillity was never enjoy d by any 
Nation, till theſe Peaceable and Moderate Men, as they would 

be thought, put all into a flame. But ſuppoſing that excellent 

Prince had been as bad as the worſt of his Revilers would re- 
preſent him. What then? Neither the Laws of G O D gor of 

the Land, gave his Subjects any Authority to uſe him as they 

did. Suppoſing then that the Presbyterians had no Deſign, upon 

the Life of the King, when they deſpoil'd him of his Sove- 
reignty, will this excuſe them? It would not excuſe them in 

an ordinary Caſe ; for he who being about an Uolawful ARi- 

on, ſhall happen to kill a Man tho undeſignedly, is reckon'd 

Guilty of the Murder before GOD and Man. And truly I 

think there could not have been ſaid a more fevere and ſpiteful 

thing againſt the Revolution in 88, than the luppoſing as our 

Author does p. 82, that it can't be juſtified but by juſtifying 

the Parliament in 42. 110115 | 

Our Author then approves thoſe Principles and Practices 

that brought a Royal-Head to the Block, and that is granting 

all that his Anſwerers deſire : for certainly her Majchy and all 

her Faithful Subjects ought to be upon their Guard againſt 
— ſuch a Moderation as this. Theſe Moderate Men ance gave. 
ted, p. 79 Us a fatal Example of their Short-way. with the Church; they, 
9.89, 116 have not quitted their Deſigns againſt her; her Deſtruction is 
their Fundamental Principle ; 'tis to own their Adherence to 
16 f. 28 this, that they keep Stated Communion with ating Cengee- 
5.85 gations, as Mr. Calamy lately own d; all which have been 
prov d upon them. The Artifices they formerly us d, and have 
+. 84. 90. Of late renew d, have been diſplay d, their way of making 
96. 101. Tools; Aſperſing thoſe who binder their ill Deſigns; their 
10. 112 Encroachments; Clandeſtine Arts to bring about Alter 


ations. > 
A 8 their 
2 90, 91. 96. 98 p. 90. 96 
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their Methods and reftlefs Induſtry in Ruining King and King © 
dom in 41, which are but too plainly repeated. So ill Uſe do p 84. 8s. 
chey make of the Church's Moderation ; fo little are they ro EY 55 
be won by Condeſcenſions, which coſt the Martyr his Crown 1 1a Sec. 
and Life; whereas Queen Elizabeth preſerv'd hers by Reſoluti- 103 
on, in keeping up Eſtabliſhments, by Firmnefs and ſteady p. 9: 
Conduct. It is ſhewn therefore how neceſſary it is to be upon 5. 82. 54 
our guard, fince we had a diſmal inſtance that the worſt Con- 3 
ſequences have proceeded from inconſiderable Beginnings. p. 84 
That no ill Uſage of theirs ſhall tempt us to uſe them ill; but 
it ought to make us ſo wiſe as to ſecure our ſelves againſt them, p. 95. 99; 
without any Deſign upon their Toleration. The granting ot 5. 3 
which was certainly a great Inſtance of the Church- mens Tem- 
per and Charity, how ungratefully ſoever it is received, and 
what ſhould provoke them to recal what they granted ſo freely? 

The Church, as our Anthor has been told, abounds in 3 73 
and Moderation, even in his Senſe, towards Conſcientious Diſ- 
ſenters; but what ſhould hinder her from reſtraining the Facli- 
on Diſlenter from doing miſchief, ſince even our Moderate p. 5%; 33. 
Author will not undertake his Vindication? Which Diſtin- 

cCiion is as old as Queen Elizabeth's days, and was firfl made by 

her Miniſtry. All Contentions and the Struggles of Patties p. 93, 94. 
being indeed only kept up by a. few. leading and ſelf- ended 
Men, who have no other Aim, whatever. they may pretend, 
but their own Intereſt, as has been prov'd. Tho nothing can 2.93, 106, 
be mere ridiculous than this Practice of Lewd and Self. intereſt- &c. 
ed Mets pretending to be Patriots. And if there appears any. p.zos. 110 
Bitterneſs in this, it ariſes only from the Plainneſs and Force 
3 which i Men cannot bear, tho it be the greateſt 
Charity. * 


| | | p. 81 
They have alſo bee told what may be fit ſor them to do, 


jf they would have their mer Practices forgotten, ; and that 5. 110, 4 


eagerneſs after Offices is no good Sign of deferving TDs —— 
Qpinton of he Look god —.— _ congerning 995 5 g 5 2 
Conformity, and the Bill that Was Mought in againſt it, has been, , 
collected. And it has been made appear, that if the Church's * 96 
beſt Friends may be Judges, this B was not againſt, as our 7-37 
Author would ſuggęſt, but very, d. for her Tneereft ; it has f. 3, &. 


| © 38,39. | 
deen ſhewn why,/Reaſons far. the Bill, and for rina $250 e. 


116, &. 
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" 116 the Eſtabliſhment, have been produc d.; and ſuch as may 


weigh with Men of Eſtate and Intereſt; tho they have not 
p. 110 that Senſe of Religion which all of us oughtto have; the Com- 
mon Objections are anſwer d, and ſhewn to be Sophiſms ; nor 
would this Bill have brought any new Incapacity upon Diſſen- 
ters, it would only have declar'd that Incapacity they have 
g.99 brought upon themſelves. And the Reader has no doubt by 
this time collected from the Premiſes, that the Reaſon why 
Pagan Princes might ſafely employ Jews and Chriſtians, does 
2. 99, 100 by no means hold with reſpect to our Diſſenters. 
| To conclude, the Author ought either to diſprove the Au- 
thoxities cited out of their own Writers, or elſe to prove to us 
that the Modern Diſſenters have deſerted the Principles, and 
do not approve the Practices of their Fore-fathers, who 
began with the ſame Pretences, that our Moderate Author 
uſes, Reformation and Goſpel Purity; tho, notwithſtandin 
all theſe Pretences, it was Secular. Intereſt that aboliſh'd Epi- / 
ſcopacy and ſet up Presbytery, as he fairly owns, p. 82. But 
till this is done, he muſt allow us to make all the Proviſions / 
we can, that they may never any more Triumph in the Ruin / 
of GO D's Church among us; and this is truly the State of 
the Queſtion, which I leave to the conſideration of all Impar- 
tial Readers. | 


FINIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 
N Impartial Enquiry into the Cauſes of Rebellionand Civil War in this 


kingdom: In an Examination of Dr, Kennett's Sermon Fan. 31. 1703-4 
And Vindication of the Royal Martyr. # . a F we 703-45 
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| Several Evidences, which have not yet appeared in the Controverſie concern- 
7.4 bk of EIKAN BAEIAIKH; produc in a Letter to the Reverend 
Mt. Nagſtaffe, by F. I. of Plimouth. Prise 6 d. | | 
Moderation truly Stated : Or, A Review of a late Pamphlet, entituled, 
_ Moderation @ Virtue. With a Prefatory Diſcourſe to Dr. D'Avenant concerning 
| his late Effays on Peace and War. . 
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